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The Prairie View Standard 
32 Prairie View State College, Prairie View Branch, Hempstaead, Texas, September, 1940 No. 1 
Numerous Activities Held On 
College Campus In 1939-40 
WINNERS IN NATIONAL N. F. A. MEET 
THE NATIONAL NFA MEETING 
T h e  N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
New Farmers of America held its 
Sixth Annual Convention at Arkan­
sas A. & M. College, Pine Bluff, Ark., 
August 4-7, 1940. 
Representatives from Prairie View 
included O. J. Thomas, State NFA 
Adviser, and J. W. Smith, member 
of the Prairie View Collegiate Chap­
ter and State and National Officer. 
Other representatives of the Texas 
Association at this Convention were 
Mr. Gus Jones, Teacher-Helper of 
Area Three, Prof. J. C. Madison, Na-
vasota, former teacher of Vocation­
al Agriculture at Elgin, Texas, and 
Coach of the public speaker in the 
State Contest and about twenty 
other teachers of Vocational Agri­
culture. 
In many respects this Convention 
may be considered one of the best 
to have been held during the six 
years the National organization has 
been operating. Outstanding among 
its accomplishments was the com­
plete revision of the NFA guide. 
Texas won the National Cham­
pionship in the judging contest. 
Coached by Prof. J. C. Madison, 
formerly of Elgin, the Elgin team 
showed its superior training not only 
in winning the championship trophy 
but in winning the following indi­
vidual honors: 
First place in Corn—Otis Owens 
First place in Potatoes 
Third place in Dairy Cattle—Chas. 
Jones 
Second highest individual score in 
the entire contest—Allie Mitchell 
During the year 1939-40, the num­
ber of special activities sponsored 
by Prairie View State College in­
creased over fifty per cent. Thirty-
five activities brought a total of 
16,258 visitors to the college campus. 
Of these visitors 874 were white and 
15,384 were colored. 
The Eleventh Educational Con­
ference was the activity which at­
tracted the greatest number of per­
sons. Enrolled at this conference 
were 315 whites and 1,878 Negroes, 
making a total of 2,193 in attendance. 
F. S. A. PROJECT 
Thorugh the Farm Security Ad­
ministration. fourteen Negro farm 
families will be placed on the tract 
of land in front of Prairie View Col­
lege. Each family will have ap­
proximately 148 acres of land on 
which general farming will be done. 
A portion of same will be used for 
pasture. 
These families will specialize in 
truck farming, dairy cattle, poultry, 
and hogs. 
The erection of farm houses, 
bars, poultry houses and other 
buildings was begun September 1. 
INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE 
The Interseholastie League was or­
ganized for the purpose of promot­
ing better conditions in the public 
schools of the state by bringing the 
schools together in county, district 
and state meets, by encouraging the 
study of declamation, debating and 
spelling in the schools, by encourag­
ing the development of school and 
community industrial affairs and by 
the promotion of track and field ath­
letics as a means of stimulating in­
terest in the development of better 
physical conditions. 
The total number of schools en­
rolled for the past year was one 
thousand and sixty-two. 
Page Two THE PRAIRIE VIEW STANDARD September, 1940 
GRADUATE DIVISION 
During its third year of operation, 
the Division of Graduate Study en­
rolled 176 persons. There were 39 
enrolled for the regular session and 
162 for the summer. Twenty-one 
persons attended both regular and 
summer sessions. 
Ir August, 1939, the first Master's 
degrees were awarded to: 
Armye Jones Harrison—Adminis­
tration and Supervision and Rural 
Sociology 
Frieda E. Rhone—Rural Sociology 
and Rural Education 
In August, 1940, four Master's de­
grees were awarded as follows: 
William L. Davis—Administration 
and Supervision and General Educa­
tion 
John E. Gooden—Administration 
and Supervision and Sociology 
Charlotte M. Mayfield—Adminis­
tration and Supervision and Rural 
Education 
W i l l i e  L .  W i l l i a m s — A d m i n i s t r a ­
tion and Supervision and Rural So­
ciology 
During the summer session special 
work in Rural Education was pro­
vided under the sponsorship of the 
General Education Board. Fifty-two 
persons registered for this work. 
From Texas came 33, Louisiana 8, 
Oklahoma 7, and Arkansas 4. This 
work included courses in Orientation 
of Rural Teachers, Rural Community 
Forum, and Rural Health and Re­
creation. 
JAMES WELDON JOHNSON 
MEMORIAL 
In March, 1938, the late James 
Weldon Johnson came to Prairie 
View as guest speaker for the formal 
opening of the Auditorium-Gymna­
sium. Some months later, an unfor­
tunate accident terminated his very 
full and productive life. 
In honor of Mr. Johnson and his 
memorable visit to Prairie View, 
each year in March, a James Weldon 
Johnson Commemoratory Exercise is 
conducted by graduate students. 
GRADUATE STUDENTS' VESPER 
The Graduate Students' Council 
gave its annual Sunday evening 
vesper on July 28, 1940. The pro­
gram was of a distinctly religious 
nature. All numbers, except the in­
troduction of the speaker, were ren­
dered by graduate students. 
ROLAND HAYES' RECITAL 
The concert appearance of the 
distinguished American tenor, Ro­
land Hayes, at Prairie View State 
College on October of the last school 
year created a decided upswing to 
the cultural growth of Prairie View 
College and the surrounding commu­
nities. For students and faculty it 
offered a rare opportunity to become 
better acquainted with Mr. Hayes as 
artist and individual. The informal 
discussion, held later, with the stu­
dent body served the community at 
one of its points of greatest need in 
that it offered chances for full as­
sociation with a man who represents 
both highest artistic achievement and 
a broad and inspiring cultural force. 
Mr. Hayes' program of early 
classics, Negro Spirituals and new 
folks songs, particularly the Brazilian 
African Chant, Xango, harmonized 
by Villa-Lobos, met with hearty and 
satisfied audience response. Reginald 
Boardman served as an excllent 
accompanist. 
BOY SCOUT CAMPORAL 
Six hundred Boy Scouts of Ameri­
ca from four states including Ari­
zona, New Mexico, Oklahoma and 
Texas, attended the annual Boy 
Scout Camporal held at Prairie View 
held under the supervision of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 
Mr. James A. Fitch, Regional 
Scout Executive, was the director of 
the camporal this year, assisted by 
Mr. James Huffman, Deputy Scout 
Executive. 
The boys were in the camp for a 
week, during which time they were 
given training in camping technique, 
first aid, and camp recreation and 
games. 
ATHLETICS 
An athletic program comparable 
to the one followed by Prairie View 
last year is expected to be launched 
soon under the direction of Dr. E. B. 
Evans, Athletic Manager, and Coach 
S. B. Taylor. 
The athletic program put over 
last year included both varsity and 
intramural track, basketball, foot­
ball and tennis for men; varsity bas­
ketball, track and tennis and intra­
mural basketball for women. 
The additions of intramural box­
ing for men and other sports for 
women are expected for the current 
session. 
FACULTY SYMPOSIUM 
Monday, Sept. 11, 1939, marked a 
significant and important departure 
in the character of the first Workers 
Meeting. The program took the 
form of a symposium which had as 
its central theme "The Economic 
and Social Background of the Negro 
College Students in Texas and the 
Southwest." 
Extensive preparations were made 
by members of the faculty to pre­
sent this subject in the most effec­
tive manner. Every person who was 
connected with the institution ar­
ranged his schedule to insure his 
attendance at . the symposium. 
The main discussions involved 
land utilization, occupational charac­
teristics, farm tenancy, housing and 
health, and the availability of edu­
cational and recreational facilities 
for Negro college students in Texas 
and the southwest. 
The final discussion of the sym­
posium was concerned with the 
role of Prairie View State College 
in the possible solution of the social 
and economic problems of the south­
west. 
The symposium began at 9:00 
o'clock A. M., and ended at 9:00 
o'clock P. M. 
COACHING SCHOOL 
The seventh annual coaching 
school was held at Prairie View 
during the entire week of July 15. 
The coaching school has been an 
annual affair at Prairie View for the 
past seven years. It is a short 
course designed for the purpose of 
imparting information on coaching 
and officiating in athletics. It is 
directly aimed a t keeping high 
school coaches up to date on the 
latest rulings and procedures for 
different sports. 
There were 35 new coaches to en­
roll in addition to about 28 who 
have been attending regularly. 
Some of the things discussed 
were theory and practice of foot­
ball, basketball, track, tennis, and 
treatment of common athletic in­
juries. 
The greater percentage of persons 
attending this year were men as 
compared with a greater percentage 
of women last year. This is an in­
dication that more men coaches are 
feeling the need for this type of 
training and that, in the future, the 
school will assume greater propor­
tions. 
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The Fourth Annual Post Graduate Medical Assembly for Negro Physicians in Texas convened at Prairie 
View College, March 4th-7th, 1940. The Assembly enjoyed its most successful year. A well balanced program was 
featured presented by outstanding lecturers in the fields of Syphilis, Tuberculosis, and Pediatrics. 
The success of these assemblies has attracted nation-wide attention. Similar ones have been organized in 
California, Missouri, and Pennsylvania using as a model the one at Prairie View State College. 
The Post Graduate Medical Assembly 
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
Each year during the latter part 
cf April and the first of May there 
is sponsored on the campus under 
the auspices of the Women's Auxil­
iary of the Synod of Texas Presby­
terian Church a leadership Institute 
for Senior Students of Prairie View 
State College. 
This year the theme of the Insti­
tute was: "For Christ and His King­
dom." The devotionals each morn­
ing had the following themes: 
Choice of the Rich Young Ruler 
Choices We Must Make 
I Choose Christ 
These devotionals attempted to 
prepare the students for the work 
of the day, at the same time fitting 
adequately into the theme of the in* 
stitute. 
The Bible Study hour was led by 
The Reverend Norman Anderson of 
College Station, Texas. He led the 
group in the study of Galatians. 
After the Bible Study was over the 
Reverend Anderson gave an hour on 
the theme "Our Perplexing Prob­
lems", during which time he dealt 
primarily with problems that the 
.students had presented after the 
Bible Study Hour. Many questions 
were raised, and helpful insights, if 
not adequate, were given on many 
cf thgm. 
THE TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF 
COLORED GRADUATE 
NURSES 
On June 9-10-11 inclusive of this 
year (1940) the annual meeting of 
the Texas Association of Colored 
Graduate Nurses was held at Prairie 
View College. Meetings were held 
in the Dining Hall Assembly room. 
An enrollment of 92 was present, 
and many sent greetings and dues 
who were not able to attend. Those 
who had attended the meetings for 
many years, regularly, stated that 
the meeting this year was one of 
the best held down through the 
years—more members present, more 
interest displayed, and more valuable 
information received. 
Some of the contributors to the 
program were: Miss Janice Jones of 
Tulsa, Okla., President of the Re­
gional Conference of the National 
Association of Colored Graduate 
Nurses; Miss Pauline Watkins, one 
of the Texas Jeanes Supervisors; 
Dr. J. G. Gathings of Houston; Dr. 
T. R. Solomon, Mr. S. E. Warren, 
and Dr. A. K. Smith of the Prairie 
View College faculty; Prof. Lassi-
ter of Tennessee; and many others 
whom time will not permit us to 
mention at this writing. 
The next meeting is to be held 
in June, 1941, in San Antonio, Texas. 
CONFERENCE ON ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION 
During the Past year, the State 
Department of Education through a 
Special Supervisor, D. B. Taylor, 
cooperating with Prairie View Col­
lege and Houston Public School 
System, has conducted two confer­
ences on elementary education, one 
in October and the other in June. 
The October meeting concerned it­
self with the improvements of Ele­
mentary Education, the observation 
of the work in elementary schools of 
Houston, as well as those in Waller 
County and the campus practice 
school at Prairie View, and provided 
a forum or clinic on Elementary Ed­
ucation which discussed the desira­
ble changes that colleges should 
make, the types of aid which the Ne-
Igro elementary schools should re­
ceive from Negro colleges of the 
State, and the most prevalent weak­
nesses observed by teachers, super­
visors, and superintendents. 
The report of the findings com­
mittee, which will soon be released, 
will present some of the most im­
portant findings in Elementary Edu­
cation. 
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THE ELEVENTH EDUCATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 
An outstanding event on the 
March calendar of Prairie View 
College was the Eleventh Annual 
Educational Conference with an ap­
proximate attendance of 2300 per­
sons representing leaders in the 
fields of Education, Religion, and 
Social Service. The theme for the 
conference was: "Crime and Delin­
quency of the Texas Negro Youth 
Growing Out of the Present Eco­
nomic and Social Changes." Thte 
principle speaker for the occasion 
was Professor H. A. Bullock of the 
department of Social Sciences of the 
college. 
Among other things, Professor 
Bullock stated that: 
1. Crime is a cultural phenome­
non, and not one of birth. 
2. Sudden economic and social 
changes have rendered many young 
people incapable of proper adjust­
ment, thereby causing them to be 
classed as criminals. 
3. Any solution for the present 
crime situation is dependent on the 
extent to which the citizens define 
and understand the problem. 
Other persons appearing on the 
program were Principal W. R. 
Banks, Professor D. B. Taylor of the 
State Department of Education, and 
Reverend W. Q. Hunter of Houston. 
The college choir presented a half 
hour musical program at the open­
ing of the meeting. 
During the afternoon a seminar 
was held to afford a more critical 
analysis of the findings submitted 
by Professor Bullock. 
CONFERENCE OF NEGRO 
LIBRARIANS OF TEXAS 
The Sixth Annual Conference of 
Negro Librarians of Texas convened 
at Prairie View State College on 
March 7, 1940. The attendance was 
good; interest was keen; and those 
present who have participated in pre­
vious conferences felt that this was 
the best one of all. Miss A. M. 
Akins, chairman, presided. 
The topic for discussion at this 
conference was "The Library in 
Schools Today." Miss T, L. Cun­
ningham, Asst. Librarian, Prairie 
View State College and Miss C. O. 
King, Librarian, A. J. Moore High 
School, Waco, Texas, discussed the 
general theme and other members 
considered various phases of it. 
Miss H. A. Henson, Librarian, 
Negro Branch of the Public Library, 
Austin, Texas, told the Conference 
"How the Public Library Aids in the 
Schools Free Reading Program;" 
Mrs. Lonah L. Pittman, Teacher-
Librarian, Longview Colored High 
School, Long-view, Texas, suggested 
"Ethics for Librarians;" Miss E. B. 
Morrison, Librarian, Samuel Huston 
College, Austin, Texas, analyzed 
"The Problem of Student Assist­
ants;" and Miss N. B. Jenkins, Jeans 
Supervisor, Travis Counjty, Texas, 
explained carefully and effectively 
"What School Library Service Means 
to Rural Education. 
During the business session of 
this meeting, the following officers 
were elected. 
Chairman—Mrs. Madeling Henes, 
Librarian, Booker T. Washington 
High School, Dallas, Texas 
Vice Chairman—Miss Odalie Smith, 
L i b r a r i a n ,  K e e l i n g  J u n i o r  H i g h  
School, Austin, Texas 
Secretary—Miss Marcelite Terrell, 
Librarian, Booker T. Washington 
High School, Houston, Texas 
Treasurer—Miss C. O. King, Li­
brarian, A. J. Moore High School, 
Waco, Texas 
Chairman of Policy Committee— 
O. J. Baker, Librarian, Prairie View 
State College, Prairie View, Texas 
Program Committee—Mrs. Lonah 
L. Pittman, Teacher-Librarian, Long-
view Colored High School, Longview, 
Texas 
Publicity Committee and News 
Notes—Miss A. M. Akins, Librarian, 
B l a c k s h e a r  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l ,  
Austin, Texas 
The Conference will reassemble at 
Prairie View State College, March 6, 
1941. 
ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
The General Alumni Association 
met at Prairie View May 18, 1940 
with President H. S. Estelle presid­
ing. The business session was high­
lighted by the official approval and 
launching of the drive for an Alum­
ni Hut. More than $200.00 were 
contributed for the project. An in­
tensive campaign will be conducted 
during 1940-41 with a view of com­
pleting the drive by May, 1941. All 
officers were re-elected with the ex­
ception of Mr. Lee C. Phillip, who 
resigned. Mr. R. W. Hilliard was 
was elected to fill the vacancy. 
The class of 1930, headed by its 
president, Mr. R. W. Hilliard, held 
the re-union. More than 25 mem­
bers returned and presented the in­
stitution an oil painting of Princi­
pal W. R. Banks. The work was 
done by the noted painter, Samuel 
A. Countee of Houston. 
Alumni Day was climaxed by the 
annual dance given by the Local 
Alumni Club, with Miss Ella Mae 
Campbell as chairman of the enter­
tainment committee. 
HOME COMING 1941 
Plans are being made to make 
home coming 1941 the greatest in 
Prairie View's history. The Local 
Alumni Club will leave no stones 
unturned in an effort to make the 
many ex-students welcome. It is 
predicted that the floats will be 
more beautiful than ever. The Me­
chanic Arts students and the NFA 
are expected to set the pace as 
usual with the two leading floats. 
THE 1940 PANTHER 
Prairie View's third annual made 
its bow May 2, 1940. The first an­
nual (a copy of which can be 
found in Mr. Buchanan's possession) 
was published in 1917 and the sec­
ond in 1926. According to comments 
and communications, the 1940 Pan­
ther is the most complete book pub­
lished by any college for Negroes. 
The printers stated that annuals 
have taken on a rather informal 
"Look" and "Life" pattern to the 
detriment of the college history but 
that the Prairie View book swung 
in that direction and yet retained 
the best practices in the field. 
Mr. Jesse H. Sterling was editor, 
and Mr. George W. Lacey was busi­
ness manager. 
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N. H T. MEET HERE 
From February 22 through the 
23, Prairie View College was host 
to the Second Annual Convention of 
the New Homemakers of Texas, a 
convention composed of students of 
homemaking in the various high 
schools throughout the state. 
Miss E. C. May, Director of Home 
Economics at Prairie View College, 
delivered the opening address in 
which she said, "The purpose of the 
N. H. T. is mainly to develop all-
round persons. Other purposes are 
to develop leaders who have capaci­
ties, aptitudes, creative interest for 
homemaking, and self expression." 
Miss May also gave one definite 
example of what the girls had done, 
such as creating the N. H. T. em­
blem found on the front of the offi­
cial program. The entire address 
was recorded by W. H. Bennett, 
Bandmaster, through the courtesy 
of the Music Department. 
The feature event of the conven­
tion was the Annual Homemaking 
Contest, covering all phases of 
homemaking. The entry in "Making 
Our Homes More Livable" was won 
by Jasper High School, Miss H. M. 
Whiting, teacher; "Foods for the 
Family" was won by Roosevelt 
School of Luling, Texas, Mrs. E. M. 
Cunningham, teacher; "Guidance of 
Children" was won by Georgetown 
High School, Miss M. A. Jenkins, 
teacher; "Developing Group Mem­
bership" was won by Waxahachie 
High School, Mrs. 0. L. Goldthwaite, 
teacher; and "Grooming and Cloth­
ing Ourselves" was won by Center 
Point High School, Pittsburg, Miss 
Una McGriff, teacher. The highest 
award was made to the High School 
at Caldwell, Texas, Mrs. A. F. Doug­
lass, teacher. 
The officers for the year 1940-41 
were installed in an impressive cere­
mony by Miss Thelma Hathaway, a 
member of the Collegiate Chapter 
of the N. H. T. The officers are: 
President, Ozell Frances Carter 
First Vice President, Beatrice 
Hackney. 
Second Vice President, Leona 
Doris Smith 
Third Vice President, Verdelle 
Biggs 
Secretary, Carolyn Hammonds 
Assistant Secretary, Helen Moore 
Treasurer, Espanola Sample 
Song and Yell Leader, Gussie M. 
Morris 
Pianist, Jimmie Scott 
Historian, Charlene Murray 
Reporter, Alvin Smith 
The convention closed 'with an en­
tertaining program rendered by the 
members of the N. H. T. 
A seal, designed by the New 
Homemakers of Tyler, Texas, and 
used as state emblem for the New 
Homemakers, won first place in a 
contest at the 1939 state N. H. T. 
Convention. 
GRADUATE NURSES INSTITUTE 
JANUARY, 1940 
Miss A. L. Dietrich, General Sec­
retary of the Texas Graduate Nurses 
Association (white) held her annual 
Institute in the Hospital Classroom 
of Prairie View College. The sub­
jects being presented were: 
1. "Budgets" 
2. "What Should a Model Law for 
Nurses include?" 
3. "The Government Service for 
Nurses" 
4 A Panel Discussion on "The 
8-Hour Day for Nurses" 
This last subject was opened by 
C. A. Estues and discussed at length 
from various points of view, Miss 
Sheffield stating the psychological, 
Mr. Warren the sociological, Miss 
May the home, Dr. A. K. Smith the 
health. Miss A. L. Dietrich the sum­
mary and final remarks. 
The Institute on the whole was 
very interesting and well-attended 
by graduate nurses from Houston, 
Auslin, Bryan and other nearby 
cities. 
Miss Dietrich is always glad to 
come to Prairie View, she said. She 
always brings a message well worth 
hearing. 
MIDWIVES CONFERENCE 
May 12, the day set aside for the 
Midwives Conference, came on Sun­
day so the conference was held on 
Monday, May 13. Since Florence 
Nightingale was the first to try 
having a school for midwives (al­
though it was of short duration), 
her birthday was considered a fitting 
day for the Midwives Conference. 
Midwives from Waller and the ad­
jacent counties were present. The 
Waller County midwives were 
organized and brought in a written 
report of the work done by members 
of their organization. This report 
was nicely written by their secre­
tary. 
A nice number was enrolled and 
they expressed themselves as having 
been benefited by the conference. 
Many interesting accounts of home 
deliveries were told by various mem­
bers of the conference. 
Y LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
Each year during the early part 
of December there is sponsored on 
the campus a Leadership Institute 
under the auspices of the YMCA 
of the Southwest Area. The pur­
pose of this institute is to help in 
the training of leaders of the Hi-Y 
and Collegiate YMCA. 
This institute, which is about five 
years old, has already proved its 
worth in fulfilling the purpose for 
which it was set forth. During the 
past year The Reverend W. J. Faulk­
ner was the inspirational speaker. 
In the opening meeting he spoke 
from the theme: "I Dare You." It 
was thought by many that this was 
the highlight of the meeting. 
It is our feeling that "Those who 
lead must be Trained for it." 
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SYRUP IN THE MAKING 
(See Pictures At Left) 
Few people know how to make 
SYRUP. 
The SORGHUM CANE is first 
pressed in the mill. 
The mill must be fed by hand 
The juice is strained and is carried 
to the pan by use of a bucket. 
This mill is more conveniently 
buih—the juice is "piped" to a tub 
thus it only has to be "dipped" up 
into the pan. 
The mill is heated with crude oil. 
Where wood has to be purchased, 
this is less expensive. Also the heat 
can be regulated by a turn of the 
oil cock. 
The juice must be carefully skim­
med until done. 
The second man is "drawing" the 
syrup up from the vat. 
The vat is placed near the upper 
end of the pan. The syrup is con­
stantly being moved toward that di­
rection. 
—Eryn M. Matthews 
Negro Home Demonstration Agent 
WINTER SHORT COURSE 
For a period of five years, Prairie 
View, in the execution of its aims 
to serve the people at the point of 
their greatest needs, has conducted 
a Winter Short Course. 
These Short Courses are planned 
for those persons who see the need 
of reducing the cost of living ex­
penses, saving money, improving 
their homes and home surroundings 
and learning practical farm and 
household skills. 
During the year of 1939-40, the 
Short Course, which was held in 
January, offered instruction in sew­
ing, mattress repairing, farm car­
pentry and furniture repairing, farm 
blacksmithing, shoe repairing, rope 
splicing and leather work, farm 
poultry and community program 
making, and other similar skills. 
Many articles were made by per­
sons attending these courses from 
twelve counties in the state. Among 
these were brooms, mattresses, tool 
chests, waste baskets, poultry feed 
hoppers, swine feed hoppers, butcher 
knives, shoes repaired and many 
others. These articles were placed 
on exhibit at the close of the short 
course. 
Persons attending short courses 
included rural ministers, farmers, 
farm women and rural teachers. 
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FIELD ACTIVITIES OF NEGRO 
EXTENSION SERVICE 
C. H. Waller, State Leader 
H. S. Estelle, District Agent 
J. H. Williams, District Agent 
Mrs. I. W. Rowan, Supervising Dis­
trict Home Demonstration Agent 
Mrs. J. O. A. Conner, District Agent 
THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL SHORT 
COURSE 
The Thirty-Third Annual Farmers 
Congress and Short Course convened 
at Prairie View College, Prairie 
View, Texas, August 11-14, 1940. 
Opening sermon was delivered Aug. 
11 by Rev. L. C. Thomas, pastor 
Trinity M. E. Church of Houston, 
Texas. More than two thousand 
farm men and women, boys and 
girls attended the Short Course and 
received instructions in food prepa­
ration and table service, poultry, 
clothing, laundering and home im­
provement. Important speakers that 
appeared on the program during the 
Short Course were: Director H. H. 
Williamson, Extension Service; Miss 
Mildred Horton, vice-director and 
state home demonstration agent, Ex­
tension Service, College Station, 
Texas; Mr. Elmore R. Torn, agricul­
tural director, East Texas Chamber 
of Commerce, Longview, Texas; 
Principal W. R. Banks; and Mr. E. A. 
Miller, assistant to director, South-
e r n Division AAA, Washington, 
D. C. 
Exhibits 
Exhibits depicting the various 
steps and progress in the cotton 
m a t t r e s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  
growth of the personnel and story 
of canning and preserving were 
vividly displayed in the auditorium-
gymnasium at Prairie View. 
Demonstrations in mattress mak­
ing were conducted throughout the 
general assembly program each day. 
Homemade wooden beds, showing 
the economy and possibility of mak­
ing this article at home, together 
with the cotton mattress available 
to the low-income group shows defi­
nitely that there is no need for any 
family to be without a bedstead and 
a quality mattress to sleep on. 
The exhibit showed the progress 
of the personnel of the Extension 
Service, a rotary exhibit that com­
pletely tells the story of the pro­
gress of the Extension Service for 
the past twenty-five years, taking 
into consideration the growth of the 
women and men agents and the in­
crease in families reached during 
this period. 
The story of canning and preserv­
ing, an exhibit made up of canning 
equipment showing some of the 
original equipment in the state and 
bringing it up to the present time. 
It shows the progress made in can­
ning and the entering into preserv­
ing, the use of modern equipment to 
tell a complete story of the change 
and progress in a number of cans, 
pounds of food preserved and the 
number of units of equipment pur­
chased by farm families throughout 
the state of Texas; 
4-H Short Course 
The third Texas 4-H Short Course 
for boys convened at Prairie View 
August 6-9, 1940. Forty-two coun­
ties were represented with an en­
rollment of ninety-six boys and 
four sponsors. 
Contest winners were: 
Oratorical Contest 
1. L. A. Brewer, Freestone 
2. George Francis, Lee 
3. Henry A. Hoyt, San Augustine 
Barnyard Mimicry 
1. G. E. Parish, Anderson 
2. S. L. Scott, Falls 
3. Clinton Thompson, Brazos 
Swine 
1. Charlie Randolph, Falls 
2. A. Reece, Montgomery 
3. L. Miller, Jr., Houston 
Poultry 
1. Charles Ward, Madison 
2. Herbert Jordan, Madison 
3. B. Jones, Lamar 
Corn 
1. W. W. Bragg, Waller 
2. E. Franklin, Marion 
3. E. Swift, Navarro 
Potatoes 
1. Roy Powell, Montgomery 
2. Roten Armstrong, Wharton 
3. D. North, Caldwell 
Grain Sorghum 
1. R. Calvin, Matagorda 
2. M. White, Guadalupe 
3. Geo. Francis, Lee 
Dairy Cattle 
1. Douglas Davis, Lavaca 
2. Mason Fontenot, Liberty 
3. F. Reece, Montgomery 
Mules 
1. E. Franklin, Marion 
2. W. W. Bragg, Waller 
3. B. B. Knox, Fort Bend 
Horseshoe Pitching 
1. R. B. Know, Fort Bend 
Herman Walton, Fort Bend 
2. B. J. Bonner, McLennan 
W. Jackson, McLennan 
SUMMER SCHOOL OPEN FORUM 
During the summer session, 1940, 
the Division of Graduate Study 
sponsored an Open Forum Series in­
cluding eight guest lecturers who 
are specialists in various academic 
fields and in other walks of life. 
The purpose of the forum was to 
keep the students, especially gradu­
ate students, and faculty members, 
alert to topics and trends of general 
interest and concern as well as 
those of special interest and con­
cern. 
The calendar for the forum series 
was as follows: 
June 11, 1940 
Dr. B. F. Pittenger, Dean, School 
of Education, University of Texas, 
Austin, Texas. Subject: "Indoctrina­
tion for Democracy." Chairman: Dr. 
E. M. Norris. 
June 18, 1940 
Mr. F. M. Law, President, First 
N a t i o n a l  B a n k ,  H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s .  
S u b j e c t :  " T h e  A m e r i c a n  W a y . "  
Chairman: Dr. E. B. Evans. 
June 25, 1940 
Dr. James G. Gee, Dean, Sam 
Houston State Teachers College, 
Huntsville, Texas. Subject: "Prob­
lems in Educational and Vocational 
Guidance." Chairman: Dr. R. P. 
Perry. 
July 2, 1940 
Dr. Victor K. Schoffelmayer, Agri­
cultural Editor, The Dallas Morning 
News. Subject: "Chemurgic Farm­
ing in the South." Chairman: Mr. 
L. A. Potts. 
July 9, 1940 
. Dr. T. H. Shelby, Dean, Extension 
School, University of Texas, Austin, 
Tex. Subject: "Democratic Living— 
A Challenge." Chairman: Mr. S. E. 
Warren. 
July 1, 1940 
Dr. T. D. Brooks, Dean of Gradu­
ate School, A. & M. College of Texas 
College Station, Tex;. Subject: "The 
Integration of the Field of School 
Administration." Chairman: Mr. 
R. L. Jeffreys. 
July 23, 1940 
Dr. E. E. Oberholtzer, Superinten­
dent, Houston Public Schools, Hous­
ton, Texas. Subject: "Education, the 
First Line of Defense." Chairman: 
Miss E. C. May. 
July 30, 1940 
Mr. Robert E. Conner, Editorial 
Writer, The Houston Chronicle. Sub­
ject: "Mysterious Political Money 
Barrels." Chairman: Mr. J. J. Aber-
nethy. 
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Gaudalupe County Training School in Mattress Making 
Thirty-seven (37) women and men attended and took part in the mattress making during this school. These 
persons were home demonstration club members and community chairmen for the Cotton Mattress Demonstration 
Program. Two mattresses were made. 
COTTON MATTRESS PROGRAM 
The Cotton Mattress Demonstra­
tion Program has begun in earnest 
with Negro farm families in the 
counties being served by Negro Ex­
tension Agents. 
The Cotton Mattress Demonstra­
tion Program has met with a great 
deal of interest and enthusiasm in 
all the sections of the state where 
it has been presented. In counties 
being served by Negro Extension 
Agents, reports have come into the 
Extension Office that all of the peo­
ple in the county have learned of 
the program and the privilege of 
making application for material has 
been extended to all. 
The Cotton Mattress Demonstra­
tion Program is being directly asso­
ciated with Home Improvement. Bed 
rooms are being improved not only 
by the addition of quality mattresses, 
but bedsteads, springs, and other ar­
ticles are being added. 
The men and boys are equally as 
enthusiastic and helpful in getting 
this program perfected as the women 
and girls. This demonstration has 
been more favorably accepted by all 
members of a family than any pro­
gram that has been launched in the 
past. 
To date, 8,485 cotton mattresses 
have been made by 9,716 families in 
328 mattress centers. 
HOME ECONOMICS LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE 
A leadership conference for home-
making teachers was led by Miss 
Ata Lee, Agent for Special Groups, 
Office of Education, Federal Securi­
ties Agency, Washington, D. C., at 
Prairie View, Texas, June 10-18, 
1940, through the cooperation of the 
Home Economics Division of Prairie 
View State College and the Home-
making Division of the State Board 
for Vocational Education. 
Twenty-three homemaking teachers 
who had demonstrated some leader­
ship ability in their respective com­
munities were selected and invited 
to attend the conference to further 
develop leadership for community 
programs for improved home and 
family living. 
Some of the common home and 
family needs in their respective 
communities were used as a basis 
for planning programs which would 
help meet these needs. A part of 
the group worked on the responsi­
bility of the supervisory teacher in 
the preparation of prospective home-
making teachers to participate in 
such a program. 
The discussion during the confer­
ence was as follows: 
Home and Community Needs and 
Some Means of Securing Informa­
tion on These Needs. 
COORDINATED CONFERENCE 
The fifth annual conference of 
Texas agencies who are coordinating 
their efforts for Community Im­
provement convened at Prairie View 
College June 2 to 4. 
The purposes of this conference 
were: 
1. To review the status of coor­
dinating community work in Texas. 
2. To improve knowledge and in­
crease the skill of the members in 
determining and meeting needs of 
rural people. 
3. To project plans for future 
work in community improvement. 
4. To acquaint the member with 
the Discussion Method of formulat­
ing and developing community pro­
grams. 
Special speakers at this confer­
ence included Mr. E. R. Alexander, 
Professor of Agricultural Education, 
A. & M. College, College Station, 
Texas; Mr. C. F. Clark of the AAA, 
Washington, D. C.; Mr. Gordon Wor-
ley and Mr. D. B. Taylor, State De­
p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  A u s t i n ,  
Texas; and Mr. J. B. Rutland, State 
Supervisor of Vocational Agricul­
ture. Principal W. R. Banks made 
a very stimulating address. 
Following the conference of coor­
dinating agencies, the 24th annual 
Conference of Teachers of Vocation­
al Agriculture was held. 
